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1. (Currently Amended) A system for imaging checks, each check cowiprisin^ a 
financial instrument associated with a financial institution, comprising: 

an image capture host coupled to a sorter operable to sort a plurality of checks, to retrieve 
data from the checks and to record digital images of the checks^ the image capture host operable 
to obtain the digital images of the checks recorded by the sorter; 

a processing system conmiimicably coupled to the sorter and the image capture host and 
operable to: 

process each check based on the data retrieved &om the check by the sort^ in 
order to generate processing data for the check; and 

to store previous pass information for each check for which processing data \yas 
previously generated, the previous pass information comprising at least a portion of the 
previously generated processing data; and 

at least one computer-processable medium storing a database external to the sorter and 
coupled to the image capture host, the database operable to store the digital images of the checks 
obtained by the image capture host and the previous pass information; and 

wherein, hi the event of restarting processing for at least a subset of the pluralit>^ of 
checks, the image capture host is further operable to: 

obtain the processing data generated for each check previously processed by the 
processing system; and 

automatically determine whether processing data was previously generated fdr a 
specified check and, if processing data was previously generated for the specified checkj to 
obtain at least a portion of the previous pass information for the specified check firom ithe 
database via the processing system such that the specified check is not s ubstantively r eprocessed 
in order to gener ate processing data for the specified check. 

i 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, the image capture host 

further operable to generate an image record for storage in the database, the image record 

i 

comprising at least a portion of the processing data for a specified check and the digital image of 
the specified check. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) : 

6. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, the image capture host 
further operable to generate an image record for storage in the database, the image record 
comprising at least a portion of the processing data for the specified check, the digital image of 
the specified check and, if processing data was previously generated for the specified check, at 
least a portion of the previous pass infonnation for the specified check. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, the sorter comprising a digital camera, Ithe 
digital camera coupled to the image c^ture host and operable to record the digital images of the 
checks and to transmit the digital images of the checks to the image capture host 

8. (Original) The system of claim 7, the digital camera foither operable . to 
transmit the digital images of the checks to the image capture host using Transmission Control 
Protocol/hitemet Protocol (TCP/IP). 
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9. (Currently Amended) A method for imaging checks, each check comprising a 
financial instrument associated with a financial institution, comprising: 

retrieving data from a plurality of checks at a sorter, 

processing each check based on the data retrieved from the check in order to generate 
processing data for the check; 

in the event of processing failure and restart: 

automatically determining whether processing data was previously generated fi^r a 
specified check; and 

t 

automatically obtaining at least a portion of previous pass information from a 
database external to the sort for the specified check if processing data was previously gener^bd 
for the specified check, the previous pass information comprising at least a portion of the 
previously generated processing data such that the specified check is not s pb s tontiVcly 
reprocesse d m order to eenerate processing data for the specified check: 

identifying a subset of the checks for imaging based on the processing data for each of 
the checks; 

recording digital images of the identified checks; 

obtaining the recorded digital images of the checks using TCP/IP; and 

storing the obtained digital images of the checks in the database external to the sorter, 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9, obtaining the recorded digital images: of 
the checks comprising receiving the recorded digital images of the checks from a digital camera. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 9, further comprising generating an imaige 
record for storage in the database, the image record comprising at least a portion of the 
processing data for a specified check and the digital image of the specified check. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 
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14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, further compri^ng 
generating an image record for storage in the database, the image record comprising at least a 
portion of the processing data for the specified check, the digital image of the specified check 
and, if processing data was previously generated for the specified check, at least a portion of llhe 
previous pass information for the specified check. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A system for imaging checks, comprising logic compriang 
executable instructions stored on at least one coraputer-processable medium and operable to: 

obtain digital images of a plurality of checks from a sorter using TCP/IP , each chfeck 
comprising a financial instrument associated with a fioaacial institution : 

detemiine whether processing data was previously generated for a specified check and to 
obtain at least a portion of previous pass information from a database external to the sorter ;for 
the specified check if processing data was previously generated for the specified check, llhe 
previous pass information comprising at least a portion of the previously generated proces^g 
data; 

if processing data was not previously generated for the specified check, genetate 
processing data for the specified check based, at least in part, on the digital image obtained ftbm 
the sorter; and 

generate an image record for storage in the database, the image record comprising at loast 
a portion of the processing data for the specified check and the digital image of the speciSed 
check, 

16, (Original) The system of claim 15, the logic fiirther operable to obtain Ihe 
digital images of the checks by receiving the digital images of the checks firom a digital cam'era 
for the sorter. 

17-19 (Canceled) 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 15, the logic further operaSile 
to generate an image record for storage in the database, the image record comprising at least a 
portion of the processing data for the specified check, the digital image of the specified check 
and, if processing data was previously generated for the specified check, at least a portion of -the 
previous pass information for the specified check. 

21. (Withdrawn) 
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22. (Withdrawn) 
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23. (Withdrawn) 

24. (Withdrawn) 

25. (Withdrawn) 

26. (Withdrawn) 
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